1855, and who clearly remembered staring up at
General Havelock on the evening of the 25th
September, 1857; she is referred to in the text as
Lavinia tasey. I am indebted to Mr A. R Dash-
-wood (who was born during the siege) and Sir
Alexander Lawrence ^ (Sir Henry's grandson) for
information which they received by word of mouth
from various survivors.
The value of the written sources varies con-
siderably. Many of the authors were careless; some
of them drew more or less on narratives published
before their own; and some cared more for human
susceptibilities than historic truth. Fortunately there
are so many accounts of the siege that what is
defective or misleading in one can usually be
supplied or corrected by another. Among the sources
used here for the first time the most notable is
Private Metcalfe's spirited Army Record^ with the
trifling exception of Holloway's Essays, this is,- so
far as I know, the only narrative by one of the rank-
and-file. It was written many years later, but there
is no reason to doubt Metcalfe's general accuracy:
the friends he mentions can be identified in the
Lucknow Medal Roll, and his own account of his
relations with the dog Bustle squares with and
amplifies the references in Mrs Hams' diary.
So many friends and correspondents have given
me valuable assistance and advice, and lent me books
and documents otherwise unprocurable, that de-
tailed acknowledgements would be unduly lengthy.
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